
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Cuyahoga Valley Preservation and Scenic Railway Association 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Adventures Aboard CVSR 

Your Project Summary: The Adventures Aboard CVSR program seeks to connect young children (ages 3-

6) and their caregivers to Cuyahoga Valley National Park’s cultural and natural heritage. While aboard 

CVSR’s National Park Scenic train, attendees complete a hands-on arts and crafts project, search for 

wildlife while looking through the train’s windows. participate in a short storytime and listen to stories 

about the Cuyahoga Valley’s history, wildlife, points of interest and more. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I recommend Cuyahoga Valley Preservation and Scenic Railway Association's project, 

Adventures Aboard CVSR, for full funding from the CAC. CVSRA clearly fulfills the requirements for building 

relationships with other area stakeholders in creating programming for public benefit in utilizing its train 

system to educate young children in the area on the cultural heritage of the region via a summer long 

program that teaches them about the highlights of their community while looking at it through the moving 

train's windows. It is certainly a creative approach that contributes to the cultural vibrancy of the 

community, and I see no issues with the organization's capacity to follow through on this project. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Somewhat - this application meets the funding criteria. This is a great example of child-focused 

nature program that also incorporated arts & crafts. The applicant also knows its audience well, and 

clearly identified not only a specific age group (3-6-year-olds and their caregivers) but also listed out the 

suburban communities from which they come. It's clear that the Marketing Director is engaged, and in 

fact, the Marketing Director with a long history of experience in this area leads this program for 225 kids. 

I appreciate the clear budget detail and clarity around the cultural activity. As a result, I believe I have a 

clear picture of the experience. My only concern with the proposal is that I am unclear about how they 

program building relationships with stakeholders and use knowledge of their community to drive their 

work? I assume there is some evidence for this, but I missed it. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. It is clear that the organization works and 

serves its community and is open to the public with this project. The project engages professionals and 

continuous improvement is evident. They also have clear and measurable goals and a well constructed 

budget. This is a very well written application. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: I'm not seeing a lot of content or curriculum related to the history or scenic wildlife and would 

be concerned that this program would be very generalist, as a part-time program developer staffing  this 

program hasn't yet been identified.  It seems like the program arose out of a request from parents to 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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provide activities for the 3.5-hour train ride to better structure or occupy children and the challenge will 

be integrating the activity/program with greater intention. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. Though the organizational overview and 

history are not direct components of this grant, the clear manner in which both were laid out helped 

contextualize the work the organization does, while establishing a lens through which to view the current 

project proposal. The applicant demonstrates strong public benefit - the proposal clearly identifies its 

community, even though it is a smaller community - and leverages collaboration as both a means to keep 

programming vibrant, and address community's needs. I appreciated the brief reflection on participant 

feedback from last year's program and how that feedback impacted this year's planning. The projected 

growth is responsible, and the proposal makes me feel confident in the applicant's ability to build on the 

project's inaugural success. The budget was clearly outlined, but I believe the proposal would benefit from 

a clearer plan to reach to match requirement. I suspect a second successful year of programming, 

however, will provide better understanding of match possibilities/opportunities moving forward. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


